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INTERNET CLASSROOM -EFFECTIVE SEARCH SKILLS

The Internet Classroom is a weekly program conducted every

Wednesday from 2:30-3:30 PM
In the U.S. Embassy’s Information Resource Center

Senior research staff will introduce effective web search strategies that will save
you time and produce effective results.

Instructors explain how to effectively use the advanced search features of
search engines and portal web sites. Relevant academic, U.S. and international
governmental and non-governmental organization websites that best address
the research topic will be introduced. How to evaluate Internet-based resources
will be explained

Seats are limited so please register by calling
2797-3133
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U.S. POLICY & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

09265

BOOM BOX USA: SURROGATE BROADCASTING AS ATOOL OF U.S. SOFT

POWER

By Jeffrey Gedmin, Foreign Affairs, vol. 88, no. 5, September-October 20009.
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/65426/jeffrey-gedmin/boom-box-usa

According to Gedmin, president of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, U.S. government-
sponsored surrogate broadcasting of accurate and reliable news remains the most effective
and cost-efficient way to promote democracy and advance U.S. security interests in countries
lacking independent media. The objective of surrogate broadcasting programs, such as Radio
Farda in Iran, is not to overthrow a foreign government -- “when informed citizens are free
to choose,” Gedmin writes, “they invariably choose freedom over tyranny and prefer decent,
accountable government to the arbitrary whims of authoritarian leaders.” Surrogate
broadcasting plays a role in Afghanistan, countering the Taliban’s own information war, and
in Russia, where public opinion toward the U.S. and toward democracy is ambivalent.

09266

CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRANSFERS TO DEVELOPING NATIONS, 2001-2008

By Richard F. Grimmett, Congressional Research Service, September 4, 2009, 98 pages.
http://fpc.state.gov/documents/organization/129342.pdf

This report is prepared annually to provide Congress with official, unclassified,
quantitative data on conventional arms transfers to developing nations by the United States
and foreign countries for the preceding eight calendar years for use in its policy oversight
functions. All agreement and delivery data in this report for the United States are
government-to-government Foreign Military Sales (FMS) transactions. Similar data are
provided on worldwide conventional arms transfers by all suppliers, but the principal focus is
the level of arms transfers by major weapons suppliers to nations in the developing world.

09267

Courting Khartoum: The Obama Administration’s Sudan Policy
By Ray Walser, Heritage Foundation, October 20, 2009, 3 pages.
http://www.heritage.org/Research/Africa/upload/wm 2660.pdf

Ending genocide and massive human rights abuses in Sudan and preventing it from
becoming a hotbed of terrorism are key U.S. policy objectives in Africa.
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During the 2008 presidential campaign, Barack Obama criticized the Bush
Administration's policy for inaction and promised to confront Khartoum. Since entering
office, however, his Administration has primarily engaged in a lengthy policy reassessment
and occasional feuding among policymakers. It now appears that President Obama has
settled on a strategy that attempts to spruce up Bush Administration policies toward Sudan
with soft talk and modest incentives. It is doubtful that these conciliatory gestures will
ultimately alter the behavior of Sudan's thuggish leaders in Khartoum or the Janjaweed
militias perpetrating terrible crimes in Darfur.

09268

THE CTBT'S IMPORTANCE FOR U.S. NATIONAL SECURITY
By Deepti Choubey, Q&A, Carnegie Endowment, October 14, 2009
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/publications/index.cfm?fa=view&id=23999&prog=zgp&pro

J=Znpp

The treaty calling for a global ban on nuclear tests was rejected by the United States
Senate ten years ago. Over 180 countries have signed the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT), but nine countries still need to ratify the treaty in order for it to come into force.
Deepti Choubey describes the treaty's importance and how it impacts U.S. national security.

09269

HOMELAND DEFENSE: PLANNING, RESOURCING, AND TRAINING ISSUES
CHALLENGE DOD’S RESPONSE TO DOMESTIC CHEMICAL, BIOLOGICAL,

RADIOLOGICAL, NUCLEAR, AND HIGH-YIELD EXPLOSIVE INCIDENTS
By U.S. Government Accountability Office, October 7, 2009, 64 pages.
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d10123.pdf

DOD plays a support role in managing Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nuclear, and
High-Yield Explosives (CBRNE) incidents, including providing capabilities to save lives,
alleviate hardship or suffering, and minimize property damage. GAO reviews DOD's plans
for CBRNE consequence management and documents from the Department of Homeland

Security (DHS) and FEMA.
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09270

IRAN'S NUCLEAR AMBITIONS

BY George Perkovich, Pierre Goldschmidt, Eckart Von Klaeden, Volker Perthes , Carnegie Endowment,
October 2009, 27 pages.

http://carnegieendowment.org/files/3-11-2008 iranpanel2.pdf

World powers commenced talks with Iran on October 1 over its nuclear program,
including the covert Iranian uranium enrichment facility near the city of Qom. Carnegie
experts explain the latest developments, Tehran’s political future, and the crucial issue of
Iran’s nuclear program.

09271

IRANIAN PROLIFERATION
By James Collins NPR's To the Point, October 14, 2009
http://carnegieendowment.org/topic/index.cfm?fa=viewTopic&topic=3000197

Iran’s nuclear ambitions challenge existing nuclear states and the nonproliferation
regime. Carnegie’s internationally recognized nonproliferation experts study Iran’s nuclear
program from American, Russian, and Middle Eastern perspectives, examining the
implications for regional and global security and looking for the best policy options for the
international community.

09272

MOST WOULD USE FORCE TO STOP IRANIAN NUKES
By Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, October 6, 2009, 8 pages.
http://people-press.org/reports/pdf/550.pdf

According to the Pew survey, the public approves of direct negotiations with Iran over its
nuclear program, although most Americans are not hopeful the talks will succeed. And a
strong majority — 61% - says that it is more important to prevent Iran from developing
nuclear weapons, even if it means taking military action. Far fewer (24%) say it is more
important to avoid a military conflict with Iran, if it means that the country may develop
nuclear weapons.

09273

THE NPT: ACCESSING THE PAST, BUILDING THE FUTURE

By Lewis A. Dunn, (Nonproliferation Review, vol. 16, no. 2, July 2009, pp. 143-172.
http://cns.miis.edu/npr/pdfs/npr _16-2_dunn.pdf
http://cns.miis.edu/npr/162toc.htm. For a related event, see Dunn briefing at
http://cns.miss.edu/activities/060716 briefing_assessing_npt/index.htm
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This article provides an analysis of the 1968 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty’s (NPT)
successes and failures to date. The author, who works as a senior vice-president for Science
Applications International Corporation, also examines the prospects for the upcoming May
2010 NPT Review Conference. Ambassador Dunn suggests 15 possible steps to strengthen the
treaty. He recommends pursuing three plans of action to establish a roadmap between the
2010 meeting and the next review conference in five years. The first plan would be organized
around non-proliferation goals. Peaceful uses of nuclear energy would be the focus of the
second plan. The last one would explore the broader ramifications of nuclear disarmament.

09274

NUCLEAR CHALLENGE FROM PAKISTAN AND IRAN - PART I and Il
By Leonard S. Spector, YaleGlobal, October 7, 2009.

Part I: http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/nuclear-challenge-pakistan-and-iran-partl
Part Il: http://yaleglobal.yale.edu/content/nuclear-challenge-pakistan-and-iran-part2

Iran’s surprise revelation of a nuclear facility near the city of Qom was not such a
surprise given that Western intelligence agents already knew of the site. The consensus
analysis was that Iran revealed the existence of the site precisely because it had been
discovered. But Leonard S. Spector, Director of the James Martin Center for
Nonproliferation Studies, believes the revelation was motivated by a different concern,
which does come as a surprise.

09275

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S NEW PLAN FOR MISSILE DEFENSES IN EUROPE AND

THE IMPLICATIONS FOR INTERNATIONAL SECURITY

Opening statement by committee chairman | ke
Missile Defenses in Europe and the Implications for International Security, before the U.S. House
Committee on Armed Services, October 1, 2009.
http://armedservices.house.gov/apps/list/speech/armedsvc_dem/SkeltonOS100109.shtml

09276

START AGGREGATE NUMBERS OF STRATEGIC OFFENSIVE ARMS
Fact sheet, U.S. Dept of State, October 1, 2009, 6 pages.
http://www.state.qov/t/vci/rls/130149.htm
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/130361.pdf

The data in this fact sheet comes from the most recent aggregate MOU data exchanged
by the Parties no later than 30 days after the expiration of each six-month period following
entry into force of the START Treaty. Only the more significant aggregate data is listed
here and on the accompanying tables. The data under the "Total, Former USSR Parties"
heading was compiled by the U.S. Department of State from the individual totals submitted
by these Parties, and is provided for ease of comparison.
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Note that all data reflects specific START counting rules. Within tables, a "--" denotes
that the entry is not applicable. The complete unclassified MOU data of the Parties is
available upon request from the Bureau of Verification, Compliance, and Implementation,
U.S. Department of State, Washington, DC 20520.

09277

A COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGY FOR SUDAN
Posted by Scott Gration, White House, October 19, 2009.
http://www.whitehouse.qgov/blog/A-Comprehensive-Strategy-for-Sudan/

President Barack Obamadés statement 1 s at
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the press office/Statement-of-President-Barack-Obama-on-
Sudan-Strateqgy/,

Remarks by U.S. Secretary of State Clinton are at
http://www.state.qgov/secretary/rm/2009a/10/130686.htm, and

The public strategy document is at http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2009/oct/130672.htm
There is a background briefing by senior U.S. Administration officials at
http://www.state.qov/p/af/rls/spbr/2009/130696.htm

This strategy includes three primary strategic objectives: first, a definitive end to conflict,
gross human rights abuses, and genocide in Darfur; second, implementation of the North-
South Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) that results in a peaceful post-2011 Sudan, or
an orderly path toward two separate and viable states at peace with each other; and third,
ensuring that Sudan does not provide a safe haven for international terrorists. To achieve
these objectives, we are committed to using all levers of American influence. Fundamental to
our approach is a policy of broad, deep engagement for lasting change on the ground. That
includes engagement with the National Congress Party (NCP), the Sudan People’s
Liberation Movement (SPLM), Darfuri armed movements and civil society, as well as
countries in the region and the broader international community. Crucial to these efforts will
be a frank dialog with the Government of Sudan about what needs to be accomplished, how
the bilateral relationship can improve with verifiable improvements in conditions on the
ground, and how strong pressures will be exerted on Sudan if conditions remain the same or

worsen.
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DEMOCRACY & RULE OF LAW

09278

BRINGING ELECTIONS INTO THE 21st CENTURY: VOTER REGISTRATION

MODERNIZATION
By Pew Center on the States, Web posted September 2009, 4 pages.
http://www.pewcenteronthestates.org/uploadedFiles/VVoter Registration Modernization Brief w

eb.pdf

America’s current voter registration system is outdated, costly and inaccurate,
according to the report. The report estimates that more than two million voters were unable
to cast a ballot in the 2008 general election due to registration problems. It reviews the
underperformance of the current voter registration system and recommends a 21st century,
data-driven registration system.

09279

CONGRESSIONAL FAVORABILITY AT 24-YEAR LOW
BY Pew Research Center for the People & the Press, September 2, 2009, 36 pages.
http://people-press.org/reports/pdf/539.pdf

Americans are extremely displeased with Congress, and there are already some signs
that this could take a toll on the Democrats in the 2010 midterm elections. Currently, 37%
express a favorable opinion of Congress, while 5200 hold an unfavorable view. Positive
opinions of Congress have declined by 13 points since April and are now at one of their
lowest points in more than two decades of Pew Research Center surveys.

09280

DEMOCRACY ASSISTANCE: U.S. AGENCIES TAKE STEPS TO COORDINATE
INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS BUT LACK INFORMATION ON SOME U.S.-

FUNDED ACTIVITIES
By U.S. Government Accountability Office, September 28, 2009, 71 pages.
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d09993.pdf

In fiscal years 2006- 2008, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID),
which has primary responsibility for promoting democracy abroad, implemented democracy
assistance projects in about go countries. GAO analyzed U.S. funding and evaluation

documents, interviewed USAID, State, and NED officials in the United States and abroad,

and reviewed specific democracy projects in 10 countries.
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09281

ISLAMISTS AND THE GRAVE BELL
By Gregory Il Gause F. (National Interest, September/October 2009
http://www.nationalinterest.org/Article.aspx?id=22036

The author, professor of political science at the University of Vermont and currently
visiting professor of international affairs at Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government,
writes that the recent elections in Lebanon and the events surrounding the elections in Iran
have led many U.S. opinion-makers to argue once again that democracy in the Middle East
will lead to the decline of Islamist regimes due to popular opposition. Gause notes that if
most Arab countries had true democracy, Islamist parties would gain even more ground, in
countries with authoritarian regimes that are U.S. allies.

He believes that our interests are best served by promoting civil society in those countries
whose leadership is resistant to change; the U.S. must walk a fine line between its desire to
promote democracy, and its interests that are not always best served by pushing for elections

in the Middle East.

09282

JUSTICE INTERRUPTED: HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES ON PROMOTING

DEMOCRACY IN THE MIDDLE EAST
By Elizabeth F. Thompson, U.S. Institute of Peace, June 2009, 12 pages.
http://library.usip.org/articles/1012235.1110/1.PDF

Foreign affairs experts routinely use historical analogy to develop and justify policy.
However, as professional historians have long noted, attractive analogies often lead to bad
policies. Officials regularly choose analogies that neglect or distort the historical case they
aim to illuminate. Nonetheless, history can be used effectively in international relations, says
the author.

09283

MOROCCO: FREEDOM TO CREATE ASSOCIATIONS: A DECLARATIVE REGIME IN

NAME ONLY
By Human Rights Watch, October 7, 2009, 50 pages.
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/moroccol1009webwcover.pdf

The report says that local representatives of the Interior Ministry often refuse to
accept registration papers when a group's objectives or membership displeases the authorities.
Moroccan law permits new associations to come into being simply by registering with local
authorities, rather than by requiring prior authorization. The law obliges officials to accept
the registration papers.
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09284

THE NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION ACT AT FIFTEEN

By Frances Fox Piven, Project Vote, July 2009, 41 pages.
http://www.projectvote.org/images/publications/NVRA/THE%20NVRA%20at%20FIFTEEN--
A%20Report%20to%20Congress.pdf

Signed into law by President Clinton in May of 1993, the National Voter Registration
Act (NVRA) was hailed by some as “the final achievement of the 1960’s voting rights
revolution,” and proponents estimated that it would add so million Americans to the voting
rolls. However, according to the report, the lack of enforcement, failures of state and federal
leadership, and restrictive court decisions have left the full potential of the NVRA
unrealized, and have left millions of disenfranchised Americans still awaiting the promise of
a truly inclusive democracy.

09285

PERMANENT VOTER REGISTRATION
By Adam Skaggs and Jonathan Blitzer, Brennan Center for Justice, June 19, 2009, 30 pages.
http://brennan.3cdn.net/1alce9f2ale87c216a_yjm6iv2uo.pdf

The report shows that voters and election officials need not experience the difficulties
of voters needing to reregister whenever they relocate through an in-depth examination of
eight states that have successfully implemented permanent voter registration, in addition to
the eight states that offer Election Day registration for both new voters and voters who
move.

09286

A REPORT ON THE MEDIA AND THE IMMIGRATION DEBATE: DEMOCRACY IN

THE AGE OF NEW MEDIA

By Brookings Institute, September 29, 2008, 97 pages.
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/reports/2008/0925 immigration_dionne/0925 immig
ration_dionne.pdf

The study argues that the U.S. media have hindered effective policy making on
immigration for decades, and their impact has been increasing in recent years as a result of an
ongoing evolution in the media industry. Deeply ingrained practices in American journalism
have produced a narrative that conditions the public to associate immigration with illegality,
crisis, controversy, and government failure. The objective is to understand how the media
conditioned public opinion and the policy landscape, and the results show that the media,
both traditional journalism and new forms of expression, need to be considered among the
factors that contribute to polarization and distrust.

Page 14 of 36 FOCUS - SEPTEMBER /| OCTOBER 2009


http://www.projectvote.org/images/publications/NVRA/THE%20NVRA%20at%20FIFTEEN--A%20Report%20to%20Congress.pdf
http://www.projectvote.org/images/publications/NVRA/THE%20NVRA%20at%20FIFTEEN--A%20Report%20to%20Congress.pdf
http://brennan.3cdn.net/1a1ce9f2a1e87c216a_yjm6iv2uo.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/reports/2008/0925_immigration_dionne/0925_immigration_dionne.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/reports/2008/0925_immigration_dionne/0925_immigration_dionne.pdf

09287

THE U.S. SUPREME COURT: EQUAL JUSTICE UNDER LAW
eJournal USA, October 2009.
http://www.america.qgov/media/pdf/ejs/1009.pdf#popup

This issue of eJournal USA describes many aspects of the U.S. Supreme Court. Chief
Justice John G. Roberts Jr. and Solicitor General Elena Kagan present their introductions,
and contributions by legal scholars and journalists focus on the elements of judicial decision
making and independence of the Justices. Four Court officials and a former Supreme Court
law clerk also describe their jobs. eJournal USA is an electronic journal of the U.S. Dept of
State, Bureau of International Information Programs.

09288

WITHDRAWAL OF U.S. FORCES FROM IRAQ: POSSIBLE TIMELINES AND

ESTIMATED COSTS
By Congressional Budget Office, October 7, 2009, 25 pages.
http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/105xx/doc10523/10-07-TierneyTroopWithdrawal.pdf

The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) has estimated the future costs under the
Administration’s plan for conducting military operations in Iraq and for the repair and
replacement of equipment used or lost in Iraq. Moreover, as you requested, CBO examined
three options under which forces would be withdrawn sooner than under the
Administration’s plan and starting from two different dates. To reflect the possibility that
conditions might delay the planned withdrawal, CBO also analyzed a fourth option, which
would provide for a slower schedule for withdrawing military personnel than that planned
by the Administration. Finally, CBO compared the costs under the four options with those
of the Administration’s plan.

09289

VOTING AND REGISTRATION IN THE ELECTION OF NOVEMBER 2008
By U.S. Bureau of Census, Web posted July 20, 2009.
http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/voting/cps2008.html

About 131 million people reported voting in the 2008 U.S. presidential election, an
increase of 5 million from 2004, according to the table package of the U.S. Census Bureau.
The increase included about 2 million more black voters, 2 million more Hispanic voters and
about 600,000 more Asian voters, while the number of non-Hispanic white voters remained
statistically unchanged.
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U.S. SOCIETY & VALUES

09290

AMERICA’S FAMILIES AND LIVING ARRANGEMENTS: 2007
By U.S. Bureau of Census, September 2009, 21 pages.
http://www.census.gov/prod/2009pubs/p20-561.pdf

Some highlights of the report are: sixty-eight percent of households in 2007 were
family households, compared with 81 percent in 1970, the proportion of one-person
households increased by 10 percentage points between 1970 and 2007, from 17 percent to 27
percent, between 1970 and 2007, the average number of people per household declined from 3.1
to 2.6, and most family groups with children under 18 (67 percent) were maintained by
married couples.

09291

BUILDING STUDENT SUCCESS FROM THE GROUND UP: A STUDY OF AN

ACHIEVING THE DREAM COLLEGE
By Elizabeth M. Zachry and Genevieve Orr, MDRC, October 2009, 81 pages.
http://www.mdrc.org/publications/526/full.pdf

In 2003, Lumina Foundation for Education launched a national initiative aimed at
improving community college students’ success, helping students remain in school, improve
their performance, and ultimately graduate with certificates or degrees, particularly among
low-income students and students of color. Now encompassing 102 institutions in 22 states,
Achieving the Dream: Community Colleges Count supports colleges through an institution-
wide improvement process focused on the use of evidence to inform decisions about
programming and practice.

09292

DAYDREAM BELIEVERS
By Rem Rieder, American Journalism Review, August/September 2009.
http://ajr.org/Article.asp?id=4817

“America has become a country filled with people who stubbornly continue to believe
what they want to believe, regardless of the facts,” says Rieder, using as examples the
persistence of people who refuse to believe Obama was born in the United States and those
who believe that there are in fact provisions for “death panels” in health-care reform
proposals.
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This situation makes it all the more critical for journalists to go beyond the “he-said,
she-said” reporting of the past and not hesitate to reach firmly expressed conclusions —- with
fairness, of course. Mainstream journalism has long been uncomfortable about making and
expressing conclusions, but according to Rieder, “as long as that conclusion is based on
carefully reported evidence, not ideology, there’s no good reason not to do it.”

09293

DO PHILANTHROPIC CITIZENS BEHAVE LIKE GOVERNMENTS? INTERNET-

BASED PLATFORMS AND THE DIFFUSION OF INTERNATIONAL PRIVATE AID.

By Raj M. Desai and Homi Kharas, Wolfensohn Center for Development, Brookings Institution, October

2009, 35 pages.

http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/10_kiva_global giving_kharas/10_Kiva
global_giving_kharas.pdf

Until recently, most aid from rich to poor countries was transmitted through official
bilateral and multilateral channels. But the rapid growth in private development aid from
foundations, charities, and philanthropic individuals raises a host of questions regarding the
allocation of aid and its selectivity across recipient countries. We analyze determinants of
the supply of private aid from two large internet-based non-profit organizations that bundle
contributions from individuals and transfer them as grants or loans to developing countries:
GlobalGiving and Kiva. We compare the allocation of funds from these organizations to
official development assistance. We find that the selectivity of private aid is less oriented
toward country-specific factors, and more toward frontline projects and individuals in
developing nations. Survival analysis examining the funding rate of projects on these two
Web sites confirms the lower relevance of country-specific characteristics and risks,
suggesting that philanthropic individuals behave unlike official aid donors. This indicates
that private aid and official aid are complementary: official aid supports countries, private aid
supports people. With different preferences, formal coordination between these different
donors may not be needed. Instead, each needs to understand when and how it can partner
with the other to meet differing objectives.

09294

FEELING GOOD ABOUT GIVING: THE BENEFITS (AND COSTS) OF SELF-

INTERESTED CHARITABLE BEHAVIOR
By Lalin Anik et al, Harvard Business School, September 2009, 23 pages.
http://www.hbs.edu/research/pdf/10-012.pdf

While lay intuitions and pop psychology suggest that helping others leads to higher
levels of happiness, the existing evidence only weakly supports this causal claim: Research in
psychology, economics, and neuroscience exploring the benefits of charitable giving has been
largely correlational, leaving open the question of whether giving causes greater happiness.
The study analyzes the correlations.
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09295

IDEOLOGY IN THE AMERICAN PUBLIC
By Alan Abramowitz, October 1, 2009
http://www.centerforpolitics.org/crystalball/article.php?id=AlA2009100101

Is the United States today a center-left nation or a center-right nation? There is no
question that Barack Obama's victory in the 2008 presidential election and the Democratic
gains in the 2006 and 2008 congressional elections dramatically changed the ideological make-
up of America's political leadership. On almost every major domestic and foreign policy
issue, Barack Obama is well to the left of his predecessor in the White House, George W.
Bush. And it is equally clear that the ideological makeup of Congress has shifted
significantly to the left since 2006. But did this leftward shift among our nation's political
elite reflect a similar leftward shift among the American public?

09296

IN TOUGHT TIMES, VOLUNTEERING IN AMERICA REMAINS STRONG
By Corporation for National and Public Service, July 27, 2009.
http://www.volunteeringinamerica.gov/data.cfm Data [HTML format with links].
http://www.volunteeringinamerica.gov/rankings.cfm Rankings [HTML format with

The report finds that even during a time of prolonged economic recession,
volunteering has remained steady, fueled by a compassion boom led by young adults and a
wave of do-it-yourself volunteers working with their neighbors to fix problems.

09297

INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEER SERVICE: A SMART WAY TO BUILD BRIDGES
By David Caprara et al, Brookings Institute, June 2009, 10 pages.
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/papers/2009/06 volunteering caprara/06 volunteeri

ng_caprara.pdf

President Obama has proposed expanding the Peace Corps and building a global
network of volunteers, “so that Americans work side-by-side with volunteers from other
countries.” The authors examine alternative service models, both domestic and foreign, and
offer recommendations to the Obama Administration for harnessing the energy and skills of
Americans eager to engage in volunteer work in foreign countries as part of a multilateral
mobilization effort and smart power diplomacy.
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09298

ISLAMIC SCHOLARS PLAN FOR AMERICA’S FIRST MUSLIM COLLEGE
By Kathryn Masterson, Chronicle of Higher Education, Vol. 56, No. 5, September 25, 2009, pp. AL, Al17-
A20.

In fall 2010, Zaytuna College hopes to open in Berkeley, California as the first
accredited Muslim college in the U.S. For the first time, Muslim college students will have
the option of studying Islam in the U.S. from a mainstream Muslim tradition rather than
from a secular perspective. The institute, founded in 1996 to promote understanding between
different faiths and cultures, started a pilot seminary program in 2004 that graduated five
students last year. Zaytuna’s founders, Sheik Hamza Yusuf and Imam Zaid Shakir, see an
urgent need to educate new leaders for the estimated 2,200 mosques and soo Islamic
elementary and secondary schools in the U.S.

They also plan to operate their college at a level comparable to the best religious
seminaries and general institutions of higher education, and will seek accreditation from the
Western Association of Schools and Colleges. They have been raising money at house
parties around the country, but still need another $5 million to open the college on schedule in
2010. At the annual conference of the Islamic Society of North America this summer, the
two drew enthusiastic SRO crowds and support. They pledged not to accept money from
foreign governments but to do most of their fundraising in the U.S. If they do not meet their
fund-raising goals, they plan to open anyway but on a smaller scale. “For us to really take our
proper place in the mosaic of the country and make a contribution, we’re going to need to
produce our own scholars,” Shakir said.

09299

OUR EVANESCENT CULTURE AND THE AWESOME DUTY OF LIBRARIANS
By Richard Heinberg, Energy Bulletin, October 7, 2009.
http://www.energybulletin.net/node/50315

How secure is our civilization’s accumulated knowledge? Educator and author
Heinberg notes that earlier civilizations over the millennia have disappeared, having given
insufficient thought to how their societies’ achievements would be preserved. Although the
sheer volume of modern cultural materials is unprecedented, in many ways our modern
heritage is uniquely vulnerable, and large swaths of it are at risk of being swept away at
astonishing speed. The problem, notes Heinberg, is digitization - not just that storage
formats become obsolete, but that the entire cultural enterprise depends on electricity:
“digitization represents a huge bet on society’s ability to keep the lights on forever.” The real
threats to modern information are systemic vulnerabilities, such as aging infrastructure and
declining supplies of fossil fuels to power the electric grid. He says that the message is clear:
don’t let books die, and promote skills-based education to keep the practical and performing
arts alive.
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THE ROLE OF NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN LONG-TERM HUMAN

RECOVERY AFTER DISASTER
By Anita Chandra and Joie Acosta, RAND Corporation, September 23, 2009, 34 pages.
http://www.rand.org/pubs/occasional_papers/2009/RAND_OP277.pdf

In the four years since Hurricane Katrina, volunteers and nongovernmental
organizations (NGOs) have been instrumental in supporting community efforts to recover
and rebuild from the devastation in the Gulf States region. The period also provides a case
study of the complex process of human recovery and the resource and policy constraints on
NGO involvement in these efforts.

09301

THE STORY BEHIND THE STORY
By Mark Bowden, Atlantic Monthly, October 20009.
http://www.theatlantic.com/doc/200910/media

Unbiased journalism is being replaced by the work of “political hit men,” Bowden
says, citing the televised treatment of Judge Sonia Sotomayor after she was nominated by
Obama for the U.S. Supreme Court. The information on Sotomayor -- specifically the “make
policy” and “Latina woman” comments -- wasn’t uncovered by journalists, but simply
reprocessed by television news rooms from conservative Web sites. The conservative
Judicial Confirmation Network had gathered an “attack dossier” on each of the prospective
Supreme Court nominees and had fed them all to the networks in advance, Bowden says. He
decries the demise of the disinterested newspaper reporter: “What gave newspapers their
value was the mission and promise of journalism -- the hope that someone was getting paid
to wade into the daily tide of manure, sort through its deliberate lies and cunning half-truths,
and tell a story straight.”

09302

TAKE A STAND: HOW JOURNALISM CAN REGAIN ITS RELEVANCE 7 US Society

and Values
By Brent Cunningham, Columbia Journalism Review, September/October 2009.
http://www.cjr.org/feature/take a stand.php

Journalism in America has been damaged by its abdication of an adversarial role in public

discourse. Instead, it “mostly amplifies the agendas of others—the prominent and powerful,”
maintains the author. He examines the changing dynamic of the news media and questions
whether it has the ability to moderate public conversation and introduce new angles and
ideas on national issues. Calling press objectivity “a trap” that lessens journalism’s beneficial
impact, he says the press needs to be on the side of the people and become a platform for

establishing a public agenda.
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09303

THE SHRIVER REPORT: A WOMAN’S NATION CHANGES EVERYTHING

By Maria Shriver and the Center for American Progress, October 20009.
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2009/10/womans_nation.html

“Now for the first time in our nation’s history, women are half of all U.S. workers
and mothers are the primary breadwinners or co-breadwinners in nearly two-thirds of
American families. This is a dramatic shift from just a generation ago (in 1967 women made
up only one-third of all workers). It changes how women spend their days and has a ripple
effect that reverberates throughout our nation... Quite simply, women as half of all workers
changes everything.”

09304

What Does the Public Know?

Pew Research Center for the People and the Press, October 14, 2009 (survey of the extent of the
American public’s knowledge of contemporary
http://pewresearch.org/pubs/1378/political-news-iq-quiz

The U.S. government has a lot on its plate right now, which means that the American
public has a lot to keep up with in the news. The Pew Research Center's latest News IQ_
Quiz finds a mixed picture of public awareness on key issues, with majorities aware of some
key facts on health care and the economy. But other questions stump large segments of the
public, including the current size of the U.S. military commitment in Afghanistan, the
approximate level of the Dow Jones Industrial Average, and the name of a key
environmental proposal being debated in Congress.

On health care, which has dominated news coverage for much of the summer, most
Americans are aware that the U.S. spends more per capita on health care than most major
European nations. And more than half (5696) know that the debate in Congress over a "public
option" pertains to health care legislation and not some other substantive policy area. By
contrast, far fewer (18%) can correctly identify Max Baucus as chair of the Senate Finance
Committee that has developed legislation to reform the U.S. health care system.

09305

WOMEN IN THE LABOR FORCE: A DATABOOK
By U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, September 2009, 101 pages.
http://www.bls.qgov/cps/wlf-databook-2009.pdf

The past several decades have been marked by notable changes in women’s labor force
activities. Women’s labor force participation is significantly higher today than it was in the
970s, particularly among women with children, and a larger share of women work full time
and year round than in past decades. In addition, women have increasingly attained higher
levels of education: among women aged 25 to 64 who are in the labor force, the pro- portion
with a college degree roughly tripled from 1970 to 2008.
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ECONOMIC PROSPERITY & TRADE ISSUES

09306

BANKS RUNNING WILD: THE SUBVERSION OF INSURANCE BY “LIFE

SETTLEMENTS” AND CREDIT DEFAULT SWAPS

By Marshall Auerback and L. Randall Wray, The Levy Economics Institute of Bard College, September
2009, 6 pages.

http://www.levy.org/pubs/pn_09 09.pdf

Oblivious to any lessons that might have been learned from the global financial mess
it has created, Wall Street is looking for the next asset bubble, according to the study.
Perhaps in the market for death it has found a replacement for the collapsed markets in
subprime mortgage-backed securities and credit default swaps (CDSs). Instead of making
bets on the “death” of securities, the new product will allow investors to gamble on the death
of human beings by purchasing “life settlements,” life insurance policies that the ill and
elderly sell for cash. These policies will then be packaged together as bonds, securitized, and
resold to investors, who will receive payouts when the people with the insurance die,
according to the authors.

09307

CAPITALISM AFTER THE CRISIS
By Luigi Zingales, National Affairs, No. 1, fall 2009, pp. 22-35.
http://nationalaffairs.com/publications/detail/capitalism-after-the-crisis

Zingales, professor at the University of Chicago Booth School of Business, writes that
the nature of the financial crisis, and the government’s response to it, threatens to undermine
America’s unique brand of capitalism, and move the country in the direction of state
corporatism. Unlike much of the rest of the West, democracy in America predates
industrialization, so by the latter half of the nineteenth century, the American public had
high expectations for fairness in economic policy; the concept of anti-trust law is a prime
example. He notes that the pro-market aspects of American capitalism have been eclipsed by
the pro-business forces, those that promote the interests of existing businesses. The financial
sector’s increasing concentration and political muscle, and the government bailouts for the
major financial firms, threatens to start a vicious cycle. Zingales believes that the U.S.
capitalism is at a crossroads. One path is to enact genuine reforms, even if they do not serve
the interests of Wall Street, but he sees the current administration taking the other path,
consisting of cosmetic measures like limits on executive bonuses, while shoring up the
positions of the large financial firms, making the economy more dependent on government.
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09308

THE DOLLAR AND THE DEFICITS: HOW WASHINGTON CAN PREVENT THE NEXT

CRISIS

By C. Fred Bergsten, Article in Foreign Affairs, Volume 88 No. 6, November/December 2009.
http://petersoninstitute.org/publications/papers/paper.cfim?ResearchID=1312

Even as efforts to recover from the current crisis go forward, the United States should
launch new policies to avoid large external deficits, balance the budget, and adapt to a global
currency system less centered on the dollar. Although it will take a number of years to fully
implement these measures, they should be initiated promptly both to bolster confidence in
the recovery and to build the foundation for a sustainable US economy over the long haul.
This is not just an economic imperative but a foreign policy and national security one as
well.

09309

THE EMPLOYMENT SITUATION - SEPTEMBER 2009
By U.S. Department of Labor, October 2, 2009, 30 pages.
http://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf

Since the start of the recession in December 2007, the number of unemployed persons
has increased by 7.6 million to 15.1 million, and the unemployment rate has doubled to 9.8
percent.

In September, the number of persons working part time for economic reasons,
sometimes referred to as involuntary part-time workers, was little changed at 9.2 million.
The number of such workers rose sharply throughout most of the fall and winter but has
been little changed since March.

09310

ENSURING ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUNG AMERICANS
By Hearing before the U.S. House Committee on Education and Labor, October 1, 2009.
http://edlabor.house.gov/hearings/2009/10/ensuring-economic-opportunitie.shtml

On Thursday, October 1, the House Education and Labor held a hearing to examine
the impact on declining rate of youth employment and strategies to ensure that there are
economic opportunities available for young Americans.

While the recession has di
sproportionately impacted young adults, the employment rate among 16 to 24 year-olds has
steadily declined by nearly 20 percent over the past decade to its lowest level since World
Woar II. The consequences of reduced work opportunities among young Americans results in
fewer long-term employment prospects, less earnings and a decrease in productivity.
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09311

FACT SHEET: RECOVERY TO DISCOVERY: $5 BILLION RECOVERY ACT

INVESTMENT IN SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND JOBS

BY The White House, September 30, 20009.

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the press office/Fact-Sheet-Recovery-to-Discovery-5-Billion-
Recovery-Act-Investment-in-Scientific-Research-and-Jobs/

Since September 1st, the National Institutes of Health (NIH), a part of the
Department of Health and Human Services, has awarded more than 12,000 grants to research
institutions in every state across the country. This $5 billion investment through the
Recovery Act is the largest infusion of capital into biomedical research ever and is expected
to support tens of thousands of jobs over the next two years, ranging from support staff and
lab technicians to database managers and scientists.

09312

THE FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT REPORT 2009

By World Economic Forum (Geneva), October 2009, 380 pages.
http://www.weforum.org/pdf/FinancialDevelopmentReport/Report2009.pdf
There is a press release at
http://www.weforum.org/en/media/Latest%20Press%20Releases/PR_FDR09

New York, USA, 8 October 2009 — The world’s largest economies took the biggest hit
in the World Economic Forum’s second annual Financial Development Report released
today. Global financial centres still lead in the report’s Index, but the effects of financial
instability have pulled down their scores compared to last year. The United Kingdom,
buoyed by the relative strength of its banking and non-banking financial activities, claimed
the Index’s top spot from the United States, which slipped to third position behind Australia
largely due to poorer financial stability scores and a weakened banking sector.

The Financial Development Report ranks 55 of the world’s leading financial systems
and capital markets. It analyses the drivers of financial system development and economic
growth in developed and developing countries to serve as a tool for countries to benchmark
themselves and establish priorities for reform.

09313

IMF-SUPPORTED MACROECONOMIC POLICIES AND THE WORLD RECESSION:

A LOOK AT FORTY-ONE BORROWING COUNTRIES
By Mark Weisbrot et al, Center for Economic and Policy Research, October 2009, 97 pages.
http://www.cepr.net/documents/publications/imf-2009-10.pdf
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The paper finds that 31 of 41 of countries with current International Monetary Fund
(IMF) agreements have been subjected to pro-cyclical macroeconomic policies that, during
the current global recession, would be expected to have exacerbated economic slowdowns.
The pro-cyclical conditions noted in the report are either pro-cyclical fiscal or monetary
policies.

09314

PROMOTING SAVINGS AS ATOOL FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
By Jamie M. Zimmerman and Shweta S. Banerjee, New America Foundation, October 2009, 12 pages.
http://www.newamerica.net/files/Matched%20Savings%201ssue%20Brief%20FINAL.pdf

Scholars, policymakers, and practitioners of microfinance are increasingly turning
their focus toward devising and offering effective and accessible savings services for the
poor. Not only have experts argued that demand for savings services greatly exceeds that of
microcredit, but many also contend that savings-led programs and products, with a focus on
building assets, may be more effective than credit in providing a pathway out of poverty,
according to the report.

09315

STATE GREEN ECONOMY PROFILES

By Mary Jo Waits and Sue Gander, National Governors Association, September 29, 2009.
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.9123e83a1f6786440ddcbeeb501010a0/?vgnextoid
=cebbeal5al8e3210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD

As governors across the country look at ways they can help build a green economy in
their state, the National Governors Association Center for Best Practices (NGA Center) has
commissioned Collaborative Economics Inc. (CEI) to prepare a profile of each state’s “green”
economy. State profiles can be found by clicking on the map. The data is designed to provide
a detailed, empirical account of each state’s existing assets across multiple green sectors and
serve as a foundation for identifying future growth areas and related needs.
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GLOBAL & ENVIRONMENT ISSUES

09316

CLIMATE CHANGE: IMPACT ON AGRICULTURE AND COSTS OF ADAPTATION.
By Gerald C. Nelson et al, International Food Policy Research Institute, October 2009, 30 pages.
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/pr21.pdf

The unimpeded growth of greenhouse gas emissions is raising the earth’s temperature,
according to the study. The consequences include melting glaciers, more precipitation, more
and more extreme weather events, and shifting seasons. The accelerating pace of climate
change, combined with global population and income growth, threatens food security
everywhere.

09317

MEETING THE CLIMATE CHALLENGE: CORE ELEMENTS OF AN EFFECTIVE

RESPONSE TO CLIMATE CHANGE
By Center for American Progress and United Nations Foundation, October 6, 2009, 15 pages.
http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2009/10/pdf/UNclimateissues.pdf

Achievable gains in energy efficiency, renewable energy, forest conservation, and
sustainable land use worldwide could achieve up to 75 percent of needed global emissions
reductions in 2020 at a net savings of $14 billion. These actions, along with additional
investments in climate adaptation, would deliver a wide range of economic, security, and
environmental benefits in developed and developing countries. According to the report,
greater international support for these core elements would make an immediate contribution
to solving the climate problem and help to achieve a new international climate agreement.

09318

MAPPING THE GLOBAL MUSLIM POPULATION
By Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life, October 8, 2009, 62 pages.
http://pewforum.org/newassets/images/reports/Muslimpopulation/Muslimpopulation.pdf

A comprehensive demographic study of more than 200 countries finds that there are 1.57
billion Muslims of all ages living in the world today, representing 239 of an estimated 2009
world population of 6.8 billion.
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09319

THE STATE OF FOOD SECURITY IN THE WORLD: ECONOMIC CRISES - IMPACTS

AND LESSONS LEARNED

By Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), Rome, 2009, 61 pages
http://docustore.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/newsroom/wfp209430.pdf

There is a UN World Food Progr anmstbingforr ess rel e
Worl dés Hungr yo, ht@évivw bfeorg/nelveinews-e2l8ase/8conomaccrisis-
devastating-worlds-hungry

The sharp spike in hunger triggered by the global economic crisis has hit the poorest
people in developing countries hardest, revealing a fragile world food system in urgent need
of reform, according to a report released today by the UN Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) and the World Food Programme (WFP).

ROME - The combination of food and economic crises have pushed the number of
hungry people worldwide to historic levels — more than 1 billion people are undernourished,
according to FAO estimates.

Nearly all the worlds undernourished live in developing countries. In Asia and the
Pacific, an estimated 642 million people are suffering from chronic hunger; in Sub-Saharan
Africa 265 million; in Latin America and the Caribbean 53 million; in the Near East and
North Africa 42 million; and in developed countries 15 million, according FAO’s annual
hunger report, The State of Food Insecurity, produced this year in collaboration with WFP.
The report was published before World Food Day, to be celebrated on 16 October 2009.

09320

STRENGTHENING U.S. INTERNATIONAL ENERGY ASSISTANCE TO REDUCE

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS AND IMPROVE ENERGY SECURITY
By RAND, September 2009, 62 pages.
http://www.rand.org/pubs/occasional_papers/2009/RAND_OP251.pdf

There is a summary at http://www.rand.org/pubs/occasional_papers/OP251/

This study provides information on U.S. international energy-assistance programs, a
potentially important tool for addressing the challenges of reducing global greenhouse gas
emissions and increasing U.S. energy security. International energy assistance may provide a
low-cost, effective opportunity to reduce future growth in greenhouse gas emissions and oil
consumption before current development patterns become increasingly locked in throughout
the developing world. The report reviews U.S. government energy-assistance trends and
strategies, along with similar data for Germany, which has a different, highly coordinated
approach to planning and implementing energy assistance. Recent studies that address U.S.
energy and climate policy are also reviewed to gain insights that can inform efforts to
improve U.S. energy assistance.

Page 27 of 36 FOCUS - SEPTEMBER /| OCTOBER 2009


http://docustore.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/newsroom/wfp209430.pdf
http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/economic-crisis-devastating-worlds-hungry
http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/economic-crisis-devastating-worlds-hungry
http://www.wfp.org/content/state-food-insecurity-world-2009
http://www.rand.org/pubs/occasional_papers/2009/RAND_OP251.pdf
http://www.rand.org/pubs/occasional_papers/OP251/

09321

TRAFFICKING IN ORGANS, TISSUES AND CELLS AND TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN

BEINGS FOR THE PURPOSE OF THE REMOVAL OF ORGANS
By United Nations and Council of Europe, October 13, 2009, 103 pages.
http://www.coe.int/t/dghl/monitoring/trafficking/Docs/News/OrganTrafficking study.pdf

A new, binding international treaty is needed to prevent trafficking in organs, tissues and
cells (OTC), protect victims and prosecute offenders in this exploitation of the deeply
impoverished, according to a joint study by the United Nations and the Council of Europe. It
calls for the prohibition of financial gain from the human body or its parts as the basis of all
legislation on organ transplants, adding that organ donation should be promoted to increase
availability, with preference given to OTC donation from the deceased.

09322

WHAT IS THE ELECTRIC POWER GRID, AND WHAT ARE SOME CHALLENGES IT

FACES?
By Energy Information Administration, U.S. Dept of Energy, updated October 20, 2009
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/enerqy in brief/power grid.cfm

The grid of electric power lines has evolved into three large interconnected systems that
move electricity around the country. Standards have been developed by the electric power
industry to ensure coordination for the linked operations. Challenges facing the power grid
include getting approval for corridors of land for new transmission lines within States or that
cross multiple States, and the financing and constructing of new transmission lines to assure
continued reliability of our electricity supply.
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COMMUNICATIONS & INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY

09323

CYBERDETERRENCE AND CYBERWAR
By Martin C. Libick, RAND Corporation, October 8, 2009, 240 pages.
http://www.rand.org/pubs/monographs/2009/RAND MG877.pdf

The protection of cyberspace, the information medium, has become a vital national
interest because of its importance both to the economy and to military power. An attacker
may tamper with networks to steal information for the money or to disrupt operations.
Future wars are likely to be carried out, in part or perhaps entirely, in cyberspace, says the
report.

09324

INTERNET FILTERING IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

An overview by OpenNet Initiative, 2009, 12 pages.
http://opennet.net/sites/opennet.net/files/ONI_SSAfrica 2009.pdf

At http://opennet.net/research/regions/ssafrica there are links to reports on Ethiopia, Nigeria,
Uganda and Zimbabwe.

Many sub-Saharan African governments view the Internet as a key tool for
development and are developing ICT policies accordingly, though the region still lags behind
the rest of the world in both number and percentage of Internet users. Sub-Saharan Africa
has a history of media abuses and restrictions on freedom of the press, and the region would
seem a likely setting for equally restrictive Internet policies. However, ONI testing found
evidence of a technical filtering regime in only one country, Ethiopia. As the Internet
continues to develop in sub-Saharan Africa, so too will laws regulating its use. To what
extent these laws will encourage education, commerce and online governance or restrict free
expression largely remains to be seen.

09325

LIBRARIES SHIFT SPENDING AWAY FROM CONTENT TO TECHNOLOGY

By OUTSELL, Business Wire news release, October 15, 2009
http://www.businesswire.com/portal/site/home/permalink/?ndmViewld=news view&newsld=20
091015005686&newslLang=en

The report shows libraries shifting content spending to technology spending—
digitizing collections, acquiring native digital content, and developing digital storage and
retrieval systems. As the Google Books Library Project continues, and new vendors scan and
package content, further disruptions are afoot.
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That’s just one of several trends revealed in the Outsell report, which sizes and
segments the content controlled by the global library market. The analysis covers
government, public, academic, school and corporate libraries—physical as well as digital.
Overall, it projects a reduction in spending from $24.8 billion last year to $24.4 billion in 2011,
driven by the economic slowdown.

09326

ONLINE GROCERY SHOPPING: RIPE TIMING FOR RESURGENCE
By Maya Swedowsky, The Nielsen Company, October 2009, 9 pages.
http://blog.nielsen.com/nielsenwire/wp-content/uploads/2009/10/Nielsen-
OnlineGroceryReport_909.pdf

Four mega trends, convenience, Generation Y consumers coming of age, increased
broadband penetration and customization, have come together to fuel growth in the online
grocery market. While the online channel is still small for the food and beverage sector, it is
poised for growth, according to the report.

09327

SOCIAL NETWORKING AND CONSTITUENT COMMUNICATION: MEMBER USE

OF TWITTER DURING A TWO-WEEK PERIOD IN THE 111TH CONGRESS

By Matthew Eric Glassman and Jacob R. Straus, Congressional Research Service, September 21, 2009,
15 pages.

http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/R40823 20090921.pdf

During the past 15 years, the developments of new electronic technologies have altered
the traditional patterns of communication between Members of Congress and constituents.
Many Members now use e-mail, official websites, blogs, Youtube channels, and Facebook
pages to communicate with their constituents—technologies that were either non-existent or
not widely available 15 years ago.

These technologies have arguably served to potentially enhance the ability of
Members of Congress to fulfill their representational duties by providing greater
opportunities for communication between the Member and individual constituents,
supporting the fundamental democratic role of spreading information about public policy and
government operations. In addition, electronic technology has reduced the marginal cost of
constituent communications; unlike postal letters, Members can reach large numbers of
constituents for a fixed cost. Despite these advantages, electronic communications have
raised some concerns. Existing law and chamber regulations on the use of communication
media such as the franking privilege have proven difficult to adapt to the new electronic
technologies.
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09328

SOFTWARE PIRACY ON THE INTERNET: A THREAT TO YOUR SECURITY
By Business Software Alliance, October 2009, 28 pages.
http://global.bsa.org/internetreport2009/2009internetpiracyreport.pdf

Individuals are turning to peer-to-peer (P2P) networks and auction sites in staggering
numbers to acquire or transfer illegal software and in doing so are harming the economy
whilst exposing themselves to malware, identity theft and criminal prosecution, according to
the report.

09329

TECHNIQUES USED BY FRAUDSTERS ON SOCIAL NETWORKING SITES
By Intelligence note, Internet Crime Complaint Center, October 1, 2009.
http://www.ic3.gov/media/2009/091001.aspx

Fraudsters continue to hijack accounts on social networking sites and spread
malicious software by using various techniques. One technique involves the use of spam to
promote phishing sites, claiming there has been a violation of the terms of agreement or
some other type of issue which needs to be resolved. Other spam entices users to download
an application or view a video. Some spam appears to be sent from users' "friends", giving the
perception of being legitimate. Once the user responds to the phishing site, downloads the
application, or clicks on the video link, their computer, telephone or other digital device
becomes infected.

Another technique used by fraudsters involves applications advertised on social
networking sites, which appear legitimate; however, some of these applications install
malicious code or rogue anti-virus software. Other malicious software gives the fraudsters
access to your profile and personal information. These programs will automatically send
messages to your "friends" list, instructing them to download the new application too.

Infected users are often unknowingly spreading additional malware by having
infected Web sites posted on their Webpage without their knowledge. Friends are then more
apt to click on these sites since they appear to be endorsed by their contacts.

09330

TWITTER WANT NEWS, FACEBOOK WANTS TECH

By AppScout, October 16, 2009.
http://www.appscout.com/2009/10/report_twitter want_news_faceb.php

Study finds that “Twitter users are most interested in general news items, while
Facebook users are most apt to click on tech-related links.”
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09331

WOMEN, TEENS, AND SENIORS HELP FUEL 34% MOBILE WEB SPIKE
BY NIELSENWIRE, SEPTEMBER 30, 2009.

http://blog.nielsen.com/nielsenwire/online mobile/mobile-web-up-34-percent-july-09/

Web visitors using a mobile device increased 34 percent year-over-year, from 42.5
million mobile Web visitors in July 2008 to 56.9 million in July 2009 according to The
Nielsen Company. Overall, year-over-year growth among the 13-17 and 65+ age groups
outpaced the growth of the total mobile Web audience, with a youth increase of 45 percent
and seniors surging upwards 67 percent in July. While men continue to make up a larger
portion of mobile Web users versus women, comprising 53 percent of the audience in July,
the growth of female visitors outpaced the growth of male visitors during the month, with
women increasing 43 percent YOY as compared to a 26 percent growth among men.
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RESOURCES FOR RESEARCH

¢ MLA Language Mag database of language use in the ited States, by

the Modern Language Association.
http://www.mla.org/census map
http://www.mla.org/map main

e EJournal USA on Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/ejournalUSA

¢ National September 11 Memorial and Museum, at the World Trade

Center
http://www.national911memorial.org/
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